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State-of-the-art on the French work 
regarding contaminated soil
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Inventories
Two inventories have been drawn up:
• Basol: national inventory of contaminated sites which are object

of an action of the administration. This action can consist in :
imposing studies, monitoring,…

• Basias : national historical inventory of former industrial activities 
all over the country (launched in 1995, completed in 2007). These 
sites are not necessary contaminated. Basias is a tool for public 
vigilance (eg : when a piece of land is sold)

• Both inventories are available on internet (basol.ecologie.gouv.fr, 
basias.brgm.fr)
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Number of sites

3 800BASOL

≈ 300 000 to 400 
000 sites expectedBASIAS

Number of sites
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Example from BASIAS (city centre of Bordeaux)
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State of BASOL sites

• “Banalisable” (= fit for its actual use without nothing to do) 
: 324

• Remediation works in progress : 53
• No problem identified, but diagnosis to be done : 84
• Diagnosis or further investigations in progress : 1390
• Site fitted for its actual use, with monitoring : 1876
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Budget

• According to professional organizations: budget 
for the work on contaminated sites is near 850 
M€ / year.

• The main expense is to decontaminate an area to 
enable a change of use.

• Public fund (ADEME) : Prevention of risk for sites 
where the responsible is failing (former : “orphan 
sites”) : near 10 M€ per year
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Number of persons involved in the word

Authorities : 
• Inspection : 66 persons (DRIRE)
• Ministry of Ecology : 4 persons

Besides, public institutions
• ADEME : 10 persons (public interventions on 

contaminated sites)
• BRGM : 10 persons (contribution to public 

policies)
• INERIS: 10 persons (contribution to public 

policies)
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National goals
National policy is based on a “fit for use” management of 

contaminated sites :
• No systematically complete remediation
• Focus on monitoring : contaminated site ≠ contaminating site
As a consequence : necessity of dispositions regarding 
• Buyers’ information, 
• Limit of use, to ensure that the use fits with the state of the site.
• Monitoring

Nowadays:
• 214 restrictions of use on contaminated sites 
• 2 500 sites have groundwater monitoring
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National goals

• Continue prevention policy
• Complete the inventory BASIAS 
• Spread use restrictions on contaminated sites
• Continue monitoring, with development of 

databases


