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Management of excavated soils 
in Germany

CRITERIACRITERIA

purpose : new soil  purpose : new soil  construction materialconstruction material

rootroot--penetrable soil layerpenetrable soil layer lower soil layerslower soil layers
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purpose : new soil
–––––––––––––––––––––
root-penetrable soil layer

Allowed if :Allowed if :
materialmaterial

soil materialsoil material
mixture of soil and fertilizer material mixture of soil and fertilizer material 
sedimentssediments

precautionprecaution levels [mg/kg] not exceededlevels [mg/kg] not exceeded
at least one soil function regained or strengthenedat least one soil function regained or strengthened
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purpose : new soil
–––––––––––––––––––––

lower soil layers

Allowed if :Allowed if :

material suitable for material suitable for rootroot--penetrable soil layerpenetrable soil layer

(precaution levels) x 2 [mg/kg] are not exceeded,(precaution levels) x 2 [mg/kg] are not exceeded,
or if so: trigger levels GW [mg/l] are not exceededor if so: trigger levels GW [mg/l] are not exceeded

sufficient carrying capacitysufficient carrying capacity

ground water recharge not impairedground water recharge not impaired
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purpose : construction material   I

new ordinancenew ordinance including soils and waste; regulatingincluding soils and waste; regulating
240 Mt mineral wastes including:240 Mt mineral wastes including:

140 Mt soil and debris140 Mt soil and debris
73 Mt construction waste73 Mt construction waste
15 Mt ashes and slags from power15 Mt ashes and slags from power

plants and other incineration processesplants and other incineration processes
7 Mt blast furnace slags7 Mt blast furnace slags
6 Mt steelworks slags6 Mt steelworks slags

approx. 350 Mt overall volume of waste approx. 350 Mt overall volume of waste 
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purpose : construction material   II

soils and material used for soils and material used for technicaltechnical purposes purposes 
(e.g. road construction, civil engineering, technical (e.g. road construction, civil engineering, technical 
landscaping) based on waste, soil protection and landscaping) based on waste, soil protection and 
water legislationwater legislation

permissible use depends onpermissible use depends on
material concentrations, material concentrations, 
generally eluate concentrations andgenerally eluate concentrations and
list of possible uses based on material, list of possible uses based on material, 
construction type and siteconstruction type and site
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purpose : construction material   III
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purpose : construction material   IV


