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H. Kasamas (Environment Ministry Austria) 

The Austrian Funding Programme to 

encourage voluntary remediation activities 

ICCL 2013 in Durban 
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AUSTRIA 

Total area: 84.000 km2  

60% mountains 

8,5 mio. inhabitants 

100 persons per km2 

Vienna: 1,7 mio. inhabitants 
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267 Contaminated Sites 

(Datenbasis 1.1.2010) 

Quelle: http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/umweltschutz/altlasten/ 
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Definition of Contaminated Sites 

Contaminated sites are  

old waste dumps and  industrial estates  

which pose  serious threats  

to human health and the environment 
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What are we speaking about? 

serious threats Ą site-specific RA 

historic contamination Ą before 1989 !!! 

legal culture Ą liabilities by admin. law 

responsibilities: historic (fed.), new (prov.) 

public priority Ą groundwater protection 
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The Austrian Case é 

End of the 80ós é 

approx. 800.000 m3 mixed MSW/hazwaste 

Threatened drinking water supply for Vienna 

Owner not liable Ą license by local authorities 

public awareness Ą policy solution 
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Difficulties é 

Polluter pays principle Ą problem for CLM 

Å Historic contamination Ą polluter not available 

Å not liable if no environmental regulation existed 

Å not liable if permit for activities existed 

Å Polluter fights liability Ą public money for lawyers? 

Å Polluter unable to pay 

From problems towards solutions 
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Solution é 

1,5 bn ú (~ 2 bn US$) 

 

Total Income in 23 years 

65 mio ú per year 
(~ 85 mio. US$)  

Levy on waste disposal 

7,6 ú per inhabitant, year  
(~ 10 US$ per inhabitant, year) 
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How are the funds used? 

federal 

FUNDS 

15% used for  

inventory,  

risk assessment  

and prioritisation of CS 

85% used to fund 

cleanup operations 

at high-risk sites 

country-wide uniform procedure 
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Who can apply? 

ÅMunicipalities  

ÅWaste organisations 

ÅProvinces 

ÅSite owner  

ÅResponsible parties  
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How much? 

Is the applicant competitor at the free market? 

Guidelines for Funding: 

Is the applicant polluter? 

Non-Competitor, who is polluter (e.g. municipality) Ą 

max. 65 % of remediation cost 

No polluter available (e.g. 2nd WW) Ą max. 95 % of 

remediation cost, regardless if competitor or not.  

BUT: if more than 7,5 mio. for a competitor Ą agreement 

by EC needed. 
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65% Public ï 35% Private 
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Towards sustainable solutions é 

selection of remediation options Ą 

Cost-Effectiveness Analysis 

implement principles of sustainability 

hierarchy of goals and its weighting 

Ą stakeholder groups!!! 

Three Level-1-goals:  

- Ecology (weight 60)  

- Local development (weight 20)  

- Project stability (weight 20) 
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